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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 
 

PEREGRINE SEMICONDUCTOR INTRODUCES FAMILY OF HIGH-ISOLATION  
ABSORPTIVE CMOS SWITCHES TARGETING CATV APPLICATIONS 

 
—Peregrine’s CATV Switches Offer a High Input IP2 of 80 dBm — 

 
SAN DIEGO, Calif. — February 21, 2002 — Peregrine Semiconductor, an innovative supplier 

of high-performance integrated circuits for the optical networking and wireless communications 

markets, today announced the first two products of a new family of high-isolation, absorptive 

CMOS Switches, the PE4232 and PE4240. These low insertion loss switches, operating from     

5 MHz to 1300 MHz, are targeted at the high growth CATV market. 

 The PE4232 and PE4240 Ultra-Thin-Silicon (UTSi) MOSFET CATV Switches are  

Single Pole Single Throw (SPDT) switches with the PE4232 showing exceptional isolation 

characteristics of  >53dB at 1 GHz and >90dB at 5 MHz. The PE4232 has both input and output 

integrated 75Ω terminations while the PE4240 has an input 75Ω termination with the output port 

being open-reflective.    

 The CATV switches are available in very small 6-lead, 3x3mm MLPM packages and 

performs exceptionally well over typical CATV frequencies. They are true, single-supply 

devices with integrated on-chip CMOS control logic, providing a simple interface to other 

CMOS control devices. The flexible single-pin control interface can also be driven by a +5-volt 

TTL signal input. These switches exhibit ultra-low power consumption of less than 30µA with a 

nominal 3-volt supply. 

“The PE4232 and PE4240 are statements of the excellent isolation and low-frequency 

linearity performance afforded by Peregrine’s UTSi CMOS technology and our commitment to 
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the development of world-class switch products,” said Stav Prodromou, chief executive officer 

of Peregrine Semiconductor.  

The PE4232 and PE4240 have a 1dB compression point of +30dBm with an insertion 

loss of 0.5 to 0.8dB over the operating frequency range. They also exhibit excellent return loss 

on the order of 20dB, and video feedthrough of less than 15mVpp . An important figure of merit, 

the input IP2, is an outstanding 80dBm.  

Pricing for the PE4232 and PE4240 starts at $1.98 per unit in volumes of ten thousand. 

Demonstration samples of the switches are now available through Peregrine Semiconductor and 

general samples will soon be made available through Peregrine’s worldwide distribution partner, 

Richardson Electronics.  

 

About Peregrine Semiconductor: 

Peregrine Semiconductor Corporation designs, manufactures, and markets high-speed 

communications integrated circuits for the broadband fiber, wireless and satellite 

communications markets. Using its patented Ultra-Thin-Silicon (UTSi) CMOS process, 

Peregrine has launched a series of radio frequency IC products for high-growth applications, 

including CDMA digital cellular, Bluetooth personal area wireless networks and wireless remote 

sensing and control. Peregrine, headquartered in San Diego, California, also has established 

design centers and satellite operations in Chicago, Ill., Aix-En-Provence, France, and Sydney, 

Australia.  Peregrine has established a mission to leverage its unique UTSi process to become a 

leading supplier of high-speed communications ICs for wireless and wired communications, and 

compelling photonic components for advanced optical networks. The company’s UTSi process 

offers very high performance coupled with the integration, scalability, simplicity and flexibility 

of conventional CMOS.  Additional information on Peregrine Semiconductor is available on its 

web site: www.peregrine-semi.com.  Contact Peregrine’s worldwide distribution partner, 

Richardson Electronics (Nasdaq: RELL), for sales information at 1-800-737-6937. 
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